
 

 
 

October 13, 2006 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
On Wednesday, the White House confirmed that the deficit for Fiscal Year 2006 will be $248 billion, 
one of the largest in U.S. history.  Since 2002, the Bush administration has turned record surpluses 
under President Clinton into massive deficits, including the three largest deficits on record.  In reality, 
the deficit this year is more than $425 billion when the Social Security surplus is excluded from the 
calculations, as is appropriate.  Far from being the cause for celebration, these deficits prove that it is 
time for a New Direction for America that ends record deficit spending and restores tough discipline, 
including Pay-As-You-Go budgeting. 
 
Earlier this week, North Korea announced that it had set off its first nuclear trial.  This situation 
presents a very serious diplomatic test for President Bush.  The U.S. must lead a united international 
response to North Korea’s provocative actions in order to isolate the regime.   Any unilateral military 
action by the Bush administration is clearly out of the question because our forces are simply too 
overstretched fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
On Tuesday, the Bush Administration convened a meeting on school safety in response to the three 
recent school gun violence tragedies.  The safety of our children demands the utmost attention of 
Congress and the president.  Sadly, the actions of President Bush and this Republican Congress 
speak louder than their words.  Visit my website to read my full statement on federal school safety 
initiatives, including the funding cuts and elimination of vital programs by President Bush and 
this Republican Congress. 
  
This week also marked the end of the Federal Railroad Administration’s comment period for the 
Dakota, Minnesota and Eastern (DM&E) Railroad’s proposed federal loan.  Visit my website to read 
my full statement opposing any plan that would ask taxpayers to provide an unsecured loan of 
more than two billion dollars to a company that has been found to be ‘a poor credit risk.’” 
 



 
Rep. Betty McCollum, a member of the House Education and Workforce 

Committee, discusses her efforts to reform the No Child Left Behind Act with 4th 
District parents at a community meeting at Roseville Area High School on 

Wednesday, October 11th 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Congresswoman Betty McCollum 
Serving Minnesota's Fourth Congressional District 
 
Sign up for my E-Newsletter 


